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Notice of reasons for refusal 

Japanese* Patent Application No . 2007-095633 
Sending date August 28, 2007 

[Reason 1] 

The invention according to following Claim of this 
application is recognized to be identical to the invention 
according to the following application, which was filed 
on the same day by the same applicant, so that this is 
unpatentable under the provision of Article 39(2) of the 
Patent Law, unless the notification instructed in the 
Action in the name of the Commissioner of the Patent Office, 
that has been dispatched on the same date as this 
Notification, is submitted. 

Note 

About claim 1; Japanese Patent Application No . 2007- 095688 
[Reason 2] 

The invention according to following Claims of this 
application is unpatentable under the provision of Article 
29(2) of the Patent Law, since this is identical to the 
invention disclosed in the specification, Claims or the 
drawings of the international application on the 
international filing date of the patent application in 
Japanese listed below, which was filed before the filing 



date of this application and internationally published 
after the filing of this application, and the inventors 
of this application is (are) not identical to the inventors 
who made the above-mentioned invention according to the 
patent application in Japanese before the filing date of 
this application, further the applicant is not identical 
to the applicant of the above-mentioned patent application 
in Japanese at the time of the filing of this application 
(refer to Article 184(13) of the Patent Law). 

Note (see below for the list of cited references) 
[Regarding Claim 1; previous application 1] 
(Remarks) 

The invention according to Claim 1 of the present 
application is identical to the invention disclosed in Fig. 
68 (and Fig. 64) and the corresponding descriptions of the 
specification of the previous application 6. 

[Reason 3] 

The invention according to following Claim of this 
application is unpatentable under the provision of Article 
29(2) of the Patent Law, since the invention could have 
easily been made by anyone who has common knowledge in the 
technical field to which the invention belongs before the 
filing of this application, based on the invention 



mentioned in the following publications which were 
distributed inside or outside Japan, or based on an 
invention publicly known through electric communication 
lines, before the filing of this application. 

Note (see below for the list of cited references) 
[Regarding Claim 1; cited references 2 to 5] 
(Remarks) 

Although the driver for the EL display panel using 
the DA converter is disclosed in the cited reference 2 
(refer to examples 6 to 10, Figs. 1 and 2 and 16 to 21) , 
the circuit configuration of the DA converter is not 
especially referred to. 

However, to use the current output -type DA converter 
as the DA converter for giving the signal current to the 
current drive-type EL device is normal, so that it is 
obvious for one skilled in the art to use the well-known 
current output -type DA converter, for example as disclosed 
in the references 3 and 4, and this is recognized to be 
the technical matter tantamount to be substantially 
disclosed in the cited reference 1. 

Here, the conventional DA converter as disclosed in 
the cited references 3 and 4 (cited reference 3, refer to 
the first example, cited reference 4, refer to description 
regarding the conventional technique) is provided with the 
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current amplifier (weighted circuit) for obtaining a 
desired current magnification ratio by connecting the 
necessary number of current source of the predetermined 
current magnification ratio in parallel. On the other 
hand, as the circuit configuration of the current amplifier, 
that for obtaining a desired current magnification ratio, 
by dependently connecting the desired number of current 
sources of the predetermined current magnification ratio, 
for example as disclosed in the cited reference 5, is well 
known. 

Then, one skilled in the art may easily conceive of 
adopting the conventionally known or publicly known 
dependent connection, circuit configuration as disclosed 
in the cited reference 5 as the circuit configuration of 
the current amplifier in the DA converter to be used for 
the driver of the EL display panel disclosed in the cited 
reference 1, thereby dependently connecting an optional 
number of current sources . 

list of cited references 

1. Japanese patent application2003 -531450 (WO2003/027998 ) 

2. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No . 2001-312243 

3. Japanese Patent Laid-Open No .H04- 042619 
4 . Japanese Patent Laid-Open No.H06-314977 
S.Japanese Patent Laid-Open No .H03-057310 



[Reason 4] 

The recitation of Claim and the description in the 
detailed description of the invention of this application 
do not satisfy the requirements set forth in Article 36 (4) 
and 3 6(6) (ii) in the following points. 

Note 

It is not understood to which circuit configuration 
of many examples the driver circuit configuration of Claim 
1 corresponds, and to which circuit this does not 
correspond. 

Also, it is not clear whether this is limited to that 
which applies the drive current based on the tone or not. 

Therefore, it is not clear what technical meaning the 
invention according to Claim 1 has. 

Meanwhile, although the content of this application 
is significantly unclear, the invention according to Claim 
1 has been examined for the patent requirements such as 
novelty and inventive step. 
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